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,Q WKH QDPH RI OODK 0RVW DF R V 0RVW 0H F I O

3 D VH EH WR OODK 7KH &KH VKH DQG 6 VWD QH RI WKH :R OGV

0RVW DF R V 0RVW 0H F I O

0DVWH RI WKH D RI - GJPHQW

7KHH GR ZH ZR VK S DQG 7K QH D G ZH VHHN

6KRZ V WKH VW D JKW ZD

7KH ZD RI WKRVH RQ ZKRP 7KR KDV EHVWRZHG 7K DFH

7KRVH ZKRVH SR W RQ V QRW Z DWK DQG ZKR JR QRW DVW D

, RPPRQ RRWV DGLFDO KDOOHQJHV

7KH VKDKDGD RI ,VODP EHJ QV Z WK WKH HI D Q 7KH H V QR JRG E W

God….” Likewise the Nicene Creed begins with the confession, “I
EHO HYH Q RQH RG RWK HO J RQV FRQIHVV WKH V S HPH HDO W

RI WKH RQH RG ZKR F HDWHG WKH KHDYHQV DQG WKH HD WK : WK Q

the Semitic ethos of the Quran, the Christian also nds much to
a rm, particularly the commonality of the faith of Abraham. This
is ttingly encapsulated in the O )DWLKDK WKH JDWHZD R HVVHQFH

RI WKH 4 DQ

, PDJ QH WKDW WKH HF WDW RQ RI WK V YH VH DW D &K VW DQ 6 QGD

PHHW QJ P JKW M VW EH DFFHSWDEOH I WKH ZR G OODK V HSODFHG

Z WK WKH (QJO VK HT YDOHQW RI RG DQG I WKH FRQJ HJDW RQ V QRW

WROG WKDW WKH YH VH V WDNHQ I RP WKH 4 DQ 1RQHWKHOHVV WKH ZR G

OODK HVSHF DOO ZKHQ WWH HG Q WV 6HP W F J WW DO WRQH V D

tting carrier for the forceful and dynamic vitality of incomparable
Y Q W 7KH &K VW DQ HVRQDWHV WRR Z WK WKRVH 4 DQ F SDVVDJHV

ZK FK S RFOD P Z WK FRQF HWH PDJH WKH RG RI M VW FH DQG

M GJPHQW WKH RG RI PH F ZKR V FRQFH QHG IR Z GRZV DQG WKH

VRF DO QGH FODVV &DQ DQ &K VW DQ G VDJ HHZ WK ,VODP V QV VWHQFH

RQ WKH RQHQHVV RI RG WKH VRYH H JQ & HDWR RG ZKR HYHDOV

EHFD VH RI K V PH F WRZD GV ZD ZD G K PDQV 6KR OG QRW WKH

&K VW DQ EH J DWHI O IR WKH VW EER QQHVV Z WK ZK FK 0 VO PV QV VW

R OW PDWH DFFR QWDE O W WR WKH 0DVWH RI WKH D RI - GJPHQW

, DP P QGI O WKDW FODVV FDO FRPPHQWDWR V O NH ,EQ .DWK QWH S HW WKH ODVW YH VH DV D

HMHFW RQ RI &K VW DQV DQG -HZV EHFD VH WKH D H P VJ GHG REMHFWV RI OODK V Z DWK
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Q YH VDO HYHODW RQ V QJ D ODQJ DJH Q WK V ZD Q ODWH DOO

ZR OG QHHG WR HPSOR D Q YH VDO RQH 1R V FK Q YH VDO ODQJ DJH

H VWV Q HYHODWR ODQJ DJH P VW V HO EH V VFHSW EOH RI

W DQVODW RQ Z WK Q D P OW O QJ DO K PDQ W ,W QHHGV WR EH Y DEOH

DQG FDSDEOH RI REHG HQFH Z WK Q DOO WKH H JHQF HV RI K PDQ

J DPPD V DQG F OW HV Q SRWHQW DO FR HODW RQ WR DOO WKH YDJD HV

RI VRF HW DQG K VWR

LVWXUELQJ RQFHUQV DQG QVHWWOHG 4XHVWLRQV

Unfortunately, any encounter with Semitic Islam is soon
RYH ZKHOPHG E WKH D VWH H VW HDP RI OHJDO VW F DQG DW RQDO VW F

,VODP 2QH VHHNV Q YD Q IR D 6HP W F IDP O D W RI RG Q ODWH

Islamic dogma. In its place one nds cold dogma as well as an
Q HOG QJ OHJDO V VWHP WKDW VHHNV WR HJ ODWH HYH GHWD O RI O IH

6 EP VV RQ V GHPDQGHG QRW RQO WR RG E W WR K V HD WKO GHS W HV

6HHNH V PD QRW F W T H ,VODP WKH VKR OG DFNQRZOHGJH WKH

O QJ VW F V S HPDF RI WKH 4 DQ DQG WKH 6 QQDK ,Q SD W F OD

,VODP VWV QV VW WKDW DOO F OW H P VW EH DE F VHG S HF VHO EHFD VH

the nal and perfect revelation has been given via dictation in
DE F DQG HPERG HG Q WKH H HPSOD O IH RI WKH 3 RSKHW :H

VHQVH DQ PPHG DWH FRQW DVW WR &K VW DQ W V FHOHE DW RQ RI ORFDO

knowledge’ and contextualization of faith.

RZ D H ZH WR HVSRQG WR WKH PSH DO GHPDQGV RI ,VODP Q WKH QDPH

RI O QJ VW F DQG HO J R V V S HPDF .HQQHWK & DJJ V HMR QGH V

ERWK S HF VH DQG GHF V YH

:H FDQ DSS HF DWH ,VODP V FRQFH Q WKDW EHO HYH V D H Y OQH DEOH

WR WKH WHPSWDW RQ WR HPDNH RG DFFR G QJ WR WKH RZQ PDJH ,Q

HDFW RQ ,VODP GHPDQGV WKDW DOO ODQJ DJH WKDW HIH V WR RG EH

quali ed so as to avoid any association between Allah and creation.
W WK V WK HDWHQV WR HQGH DOO ,VODP F G VFR VH PHDQ QJOHVV 7R

EH V H VRPH T D WH V DOORZ IR WKH GRFW QH RI O 0 NKDODIDK DQG

See Lamin Sanneh, UDQVODWLQJ WKH 0HVVDJH QG HG 2 E V

.HQQHWK & DJJ KH &KULVW DQG WKH )DLWKV 63&. S
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ELOD WDVKELK WKH GHD WKDW WH PV GH YHG I RP K PDQ PHDQ QJV PD

be applied to God ‘with a di�erence’. 1HYH WKHOHVV WKH FRQFHVV RQ

assumes that only God can specify wherein the di�erence lies. But
would not such a move e�ectively reduce Islamic discourse to
HYH HQW DJQRVW F VP

Therein lies a fundamental di�erencebetweenChristianity and Islam.
)R ,VODP QRW RQO V RG K GGHQ E W KH V DOVR FORDNHG Q D VHQVH

RI P VWH 7KH P VWH R VQHVV RI RG REHG Q QDSS RDFKDEOH

O JKW V DIWH DOO DOVR IDP O D WR WKH S RSKHWV RI WKH 2OG 7HVWDPHQW

W ,VODP JRHV DOO WKH ZD E QV VW QJ WKDW DV F HDW HV ZH FDQ

QHYH HYH NQRZ WKH SH VRQDO W RI RG RZHYH IR &K VW DQ W

RG KDV HYHDOHG K V SH VRQDO W WK R JK -HV V &K VW ZKR V WKH

Incarnation of God in history. Christianity not only a rms the
transcendence of God, but it also a rms the omnipresence of God
DQG K V PPDQHQFHZ WK Q F HDW RQ 7KH W DQVFHQGHQFH RI RG VKR OG

QRW HV OW Q D PHWDSK V FDO G FKRWRP EHWZHHQ RG DQG WKH ZR OG

2WKH Z VH WKH S SR WHG HYHODW RQ RI RG ZR OG EH HG FHG WR D

ODQJ DJH JDPH OO V RQ RG EHFRPHV D VK R GHG P VWH HQFORVHG

Q O QJ VW F PHWDSKR V RG VRODWHG I RP K V F HDW RQ HQGH V

K P HOHYDQW ,QGHHG RQH PD D J H WKDW DQ WKHRORJ EH HIW RI

D JHQ QH DQFKR Q F HDW RQ EHFRPHV DQ DEVW DFW RQ &RQYH VHO

DQ QP W JDWHG W DQVFHQGHQFH RI RG ZR OG RE F HDW RQ RI WV

RQWRORJ FDO J R QG QJ 7KH PHDQ QJ RI D F HDWHG ZR OG WKDW V

FRQW Q DOO GHSHQGHQW RQ WKH V VWHQDQFH RI RG V QGH P QHG

,Q RWKH ZR GV I QRWK QJ FDQ EH HODWHG WR RG WKHQ WKH Q W RI

DOO WK QJV QGH RG EHFRPHV S REOHPDW F HQG N V H NKRI

S RY GHV DQ QVW FW YH FRQW DVW ZKHQ KH DGP DEO GHVF EHG WKH

&K VW DQ WHDFK QJ RI SO DO W DQG Q W RI F HDW RQ

& DJJ H SOD QV O 0 NKDODIDK PHDQV WKH QHFHVVD G VW QFW RQ WR EH PDGH

EHWZHHQ WKH RVWHQV EOHPHDQ QJ RI WKHRORJ FDO ODQJ DJH DQG WKH IHDV EOH PHDQ QJ WKH

ODWWH EH QJ QDFFHVV EOH WR WKR JKW LOD WDVKELKPHDQV Z WKR W V P OD W PSO HG

Linked with ELOD NDLI Z WKR W DVN QJ KRZ W DGP WV RI WKH VH RI ODQJ DJH DER W

RG ZK OH HVH Y QJ W I RP WV QR PDO PSR W ,Q WK V ZD W V KHOG SRVV EOH WR DYR G

ZKDW RWKH Z VH ZR OG EH VKLUN QDPHO FD V QJ RG WR VKD H Q K PDQ GHVF SW YH

6HH .HQQHWK & DJJ -HV V DQG WKH 0 VOLP Q ([SORUDWLRQ (Allen & Unwin, 1985),
S
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7KH F HDWHGQHVV RI WKH ZR OG PSO HV WKH I QGDPHQWDO Q W RI WKH

ZR OG 0R H EDV F WKDQ WKH G YH V W RI QDW RQV DFHV DQG F OW HV

is their unity.Andmore basic than the di�erence in matter of spirit,
ERG DQG VR O QDW H DQG H VWHQFH V WKH RQHQHVV F HDW RQ

PHDQV WKDW DOO SKHQRPHQD D H HG F EOH EHFD VH WKH ZR OG KDV

WV J R QG R WV GH WVHOI Q WV F HDWR (YH WK QJ IR PV D Q W

E W Z WK Q W HYH WK QJ DOVR KDV WV RZQ SODFH DQG FKD DFWH

,VODP VWDQGV R W DV D WRWDO V VWHP Z WK WV DOO QFO V YHQHVV Q WKH

FRQWHPSR D ZR OG RI I DJPHQWDW RQ DQG HODW Y VP ,VODP HMHFWV

WKH I DJPHQWDW RQ RI PRGH Q O IH Z WK WKH EDWWOH F WKDW WKH H V

QR VHSD DW RQ EHWZHHQ VHF OD DQG VDF HG Q O IH 6 FK D EDWWOH

F KRZHYH ZR OG JHQH DWH G VVRQDQFH WR WKH REVH YH ZKR V

PS HVVHG E WKH SH YDV YH VDF DPHQWDO VP RI ,VODP Z WK WV S D H

W DOV DQG GHPD FDW RQ EHWZHHQ FOHDQ DQG QFOHDQ WKH S RK E WHG

DQG WKH SH P WWHG 7KH QDJJ QJ T DQGD D VHV I HYH WK QJ V

VDF HG WKHQ V HO QRWK QJ V VDF HG Q WKH HQG

7KH T HVW RQ SR QWV WR WKH FO H EHK QG WKH PRW YDW RQ WKDW G YHV

Islamic totality, which is a zeal for the sovereignty ofGod. For Islam,
DOO RI K VWR DQG HYH DVSHFW RI O IH P VW EH HFOD PHG IR RG DIWH

DOO ,VODP PHDQV V EP VV RQ HQFH ,VODP G VGD QV FRQWHPSR D

&K VW DQ W IR KDY QJ ORVW WV QH YH Q DEG FDW QJ DQG ID O QJ WR

DVVH W WVHOI Q WKH S EO F VT D H ,VODP M VW FDQQRW QGH VWDQG KRZ

RQH FDQ PD QWD Q PR DO QWHJ W I RQH KDV QR VHQVH RI JKWHR V

DQJH Q WKH IDFH RI GHFDGHQFH DQG JRGOHVVQHVV ZK FK W SH FH YHV

WR EH DPSDQW Q :HVWH Q VRF HW HV 7KH ID O H RI &K VW DQ W Q WKH

West con rms the inadequacy of the Christian proclamation of love.
&K VW DQ ORYH ZK FK PDNHV WVHOI Y OQH DEOH Z OO RQO QGH P QH

WKH ZH JKW QHVV RI W WK DQG WK V WV DE O W WR FKDQJH DQG HJ ODWH

VRF DO O IH ,Q FRQW DVW ,VODP F HYHODW RQ DV W WK DQG JKWHR V

power cannot lose its struggle. Divine truth con rms itself. Hence,
IR 0 VO PV WKH YH HD WKO V FFHVV RI 0 KDPPDG FRQVW W WHV WKH

seal or ‘ nality’ of his prophethood.

HQG N V H NKRI &KULVWLDQ )DLWK (H GPDQV SS
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Islam naturally maintains optimism regarding the e cacy of divine
HYHODW RQ )R ,VODP RG FDQQRW DEDQGRQ K V S RSKHWV HVSHF DOO

given its optimism in the e cacy of prophetic proclamation.
7KH H V QR QHHG IR FRQFHVV RQ WR EH J DQWHG WR &DHVD QRW HYHQ D

S RY V RQDO FRQFHVV RQ JD Q WKH H V DQ DEVHQFH RI HVFKDWRORJ FDO

HVH YH Q WKH HO J R V HQWH S VH 7 WK PDQ IHVWV SRZH DQG SRZH

con rms truth for the Islamic enterprise on earth.

The challenge for Christians is how to commend the cruci ed savior
WR 0 VO PV ZKR HYDO DWH WKH YH DF W RI RG V HYHODW RQ RQ WKH

EDV V RI WV PPHG DWH V FFHVV :H QRWH WKDW WKH H V D S RP QHQW

stream of Muslim theology which regards Jesus primarily as a su
ZKR V GHHS Q WKH S DFW FH RI VS W DO W RZHYH ZK OH -HV V

PHVVDJH RI ORYH PD Z Q D IHZ HFHSW YH KHD WV W FDQQRW RYH FRPH

WKH HQW HQFKHG SRZH RI WKH 5RPDQ (PS H R WKH HFDOF W DQFH RI

WKH -HZV .HQQHWK & DJJ QRWHV KRZ 0 VO PV O NH WR FRQW DVW WKH

PHHNQHVV RI -HV V Z WK WKH RE VW DFW Y VP RI 0 KDPPDG ,QGHHG

W V S HF VHO WKH PDQ IHVW V FFHVV RI 0 KDPPDG ZK FK HQDEOHV

Muslims to a rmwith con dence the “ nality of his [Muhammad’s]
S RSKHWKRRG ,Q FRQW DVW -HV V Q WKH F F PVWDQFHV RI K V GD

DQG WKH S RY GHQFH RI RG ZDV QRW J DQWHG WKDW HY GHQW H WH QDO

Y QG FDW RQ

7KH SH FH YHG ID O H RI -HV V K VWR F P VV RQ QDW DOO HQGH V

K P QIH R WR 0 KDPPDG ZKRP 0 VO PV HJD G DV WKH Q YH VDO

H HPSOD

:KLFK -HVXV

2QO D SURSKHW

RZ WKHQ GR ZH HFRPPHQG -HV V WR 0 VO PV I WKH KDYH DO HDG

D YHG DW WKH FRQFO V RQ WKDW -HV V V QIH R WR 0 KDPPDG EDVHG

RQ WKH HD WKO R WFRPH RI WKH HVSHFW YH P VV RQ 7KH &K VW DQ

ZR OG D J H WKDW SH KDSV ,VODP KDV P VM GJHG -HV V EHFD VH W V

.HQQHWK & DJJ -HV V DQG WKH 0 VOLP S
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QIR PHG E WKH Z RQJ F WH RQ 7KH DVV PSW RQ RI ,VODP V WKDW WKH

mission of Jesus endedwith his cruci xion. This assessment is surely
VKR W V JKWHG DV W JQR HV WKH S RSKHF J YHQ E -HV V K PVHOI WKDW

KH Z OO H WHQG K V P VV RQ DIWH K V HV HFW RQ 7KH IDFW V WKDW WKH

&K FK ZK FK ZDV VWD WHG E -HV V R WODVWHG WKH 5RPDQ (PS H

DQG FRQW Q HV WR W DQVIR P QDW RQV ) WKH PR H &K VW DQ W ERDVWV

WR EH WKH OD JHVW ZR OG HO J RQ WRGD ,QGHHG WKH YH S DJPDW F

criterion that Islam relies on would con rm that the mission of
&K VW V D V FFHVV 7KH W DG W RQDO M GJPHQW RI ,VODP WKDW -HV V V

P VV RQ V D ID O H P VW WKH HIR H EH GHHPHG WR EH QYDO GDWHG 7KH

FKDOOHQJH IR 0 VO PV V WR JR EH RQG WKH HMHFW RQ RI -HV V EDVHG

RQ D S HFRQFH YHG ,VODP F GRFW QH DQG WR Y HZ DI HVK WKH DFW DO O IH

WKDW -HV V KDV O YHG R W Q K VWR 6 FK D HVSHFWI O KDQGO QJ DQG

ID WKI O QWH S HWDW RQ RI WKH K VWR FDO GDWD Z OO FH WD QO OHDG WKHP

to a new appreciation of Jesus as the nal revelation of God. The
T HVW RQ HPD QV ZKDW PDQQH RI PDQ ZDV -HV V DQG ZK G G K V

IROORZH V FRQFO GH WKDW KH V RG HYHDOHG WR PDQ

) VW DOO RI -HV V KHD H V ZH H PS HVVHG E K V QFRQYHQW RQDO

Z VGRP ,W V HSR WHG WKDW KH FRQIR QGHG WKH OHD QHG WHDFKH V RI

,V DHO Q K V GHEDWHV Z WK WKHP ,QGHHG WKH ZH H DVWR QGHG E

the authority with which he o�ered his profound wisdom. Unlike
QR PDO WHDFKH V ZKR PH HO T RWHG I RP HD O H WHDFKH V -HV V

S RQR QFHG DF WH DQG DVW WH M GJPHQWV RQ VS W DO FRQW RYH V HV

DQG DFWHG Z WK QFKD DFWH VW F HWK FDO D WKHQW F W 6 FK ZH H WKH

KDOOPD NV RI DQ S RSKHW -HV V ZDV QDW DOO DFNQRZOHGJHG DV D

S RSKHW RI RG Q WKH RVSHOV DQG REVH YH V IR QG Q K V O IH DQ

QFRPSD DEOH VS W DO HDO W ,W V QRW HQR JK WR J YH -HV V IH JQ

S D VH E FDOO QJ K P D WHDFKH DQG D JHQ V RI HO J R V QV JKWV H

ZDV QGHQ DEO WKH :R G RI RG ZDON QJ Q WKH P GVW RI K PDQ W

Second, unlike other religious teachers, Jesus con rmed his
ZR GV Z WK P DF OR V GHHGV H JHG WKH VW EER Q -HZV ZKR

had di culty accepting his words to believe on the basis of his
P DF OR V ZR NV 2Q WKH RWKH KDQG WKH P DFOHV P VW EH Y HZHG
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Q S RSH SH VSHFW YH IWH DOO WDNHQ WR WKH ORJ FDO H W HPH WKH

GHPDQG WKDW -HV V P Q VW EH PHDV HG Q WH PV RI PPHG DWH DQG

ZR OGO V FFHVV ,W ZR OG EH WR QGH HVW PDWH WKH HFDOF W DQW QDW H

RI V QI O K PDQ EH QJV WR WK QN WKDW WKH D H HDV O DPHQDEOH WR

VS W DO J GDQFH Z WK D V PSOH GHPRQVW DW RQ RI VS W DO SRZH

2QH KDV RQO WR HFDOO WKH VWR RI 3KD DRK V HMHFW RQ RI 0RVHV WR

nd evidence of the stubbornness of unbelief in the face of miracles.

HD H V RI VS W DO W G QJV NQRZ ZHOO WKH WHPSWDW RQ WR HDFK R W WR

WKH FK DQG SRZH I O DV WKH EHVW VW DWHJ WR DFK HYH ZR OGO V FFHVV

7K V PD H SOD Q WKH K PDQ WHQGHQF WR PHDV H WKH V FFHVV RI

-HV V P VV RQ EDVHG RQ WV DE O W WR Z HOG SRO W FDO SRZH WZR OG

QRW WK V DPR QW WR DWW E W QJ WR SRO W FV DQ OW PDWH PSR WDQFH Q

HD WKO O IH EH RQG ZKDW VKR OG EH WKH FDVH 7R EH V H WK V GRHV

QRW S HFO GH WKH HYHQW DO PSOHPHQWDW RQ RI V FK SRZH E -HV V

but this will only be ful lled in the eschatological Kingdom of God
DQG Q RG V RZQ W PH

The Christian should explore other avenues to nd common grounds
Q K V DWWHPSW WR E OG E GJHV WR 0 VO PV 7K V QFO GHV WKH

9 J Q WK WKH VS W DO D WKHQW F W DQG V QOHVVQHVV RI -HV V K V

DVFHQV RQ DQG K V VHFRQG FRP QJ Q R GH WR QGH VWDQG JKWO WKH

full stature of Jesus. There remains di culties arising from di�ering
H SHFWDW RQV KHOG E &K VW DQV DQG 0 VO PV HJD G QJ KRZ WKH

S RSKHWKRRG RI -HV V VKR OG EH YDO GDWHG Q WKH O JKW RI WKH R WFRPH

of his mission and the e�ectiveness of Jesus’ followers in the world.
Christians seek to relativize worldly power in judging the sword of
Caesar to be e cacious only for temporal rule. For the Christian,
RG RSH DWHV Q K V N QJGRP Z WK PHDQV OHDVW H SHFWHG E ZR OGO

Z VGRP 7KH FDVH V PRVW FOHD O GHPRQVW DWHG Q WKH P Q VW RI

-HV V ,W V QIR W QDWH WKDW S HRFF SDW RQ Z WK SRO W FDO SRZH FDQ

V GHW DFN RQH I RP D SH VRQDO HQFR QWH Z WK WKH I OO SH VRQDO W

of Jesus. As countless testimonies con rm to be the case, anyone
ZKR V FRQI RQWHG E WKH I OO SH VRQDO W RI -HV V Q WKH RVSHOV

H SH HQFHV K V PR DO DQG VS W DO SRZH VR WKDW KH V FRPSHOOHG WR

DVN WKH T HVW RQ &R OG KH EH PR H WKDQ D S RSKHW


