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,Q�WKH�QDPH�RI�$OODK��0RVW�*UDFLRXV��0RVW�0HUFLIXO�

3UDLVH�EH�WR�$OODK��7KH�&KHULVKHU�DQG�6XVWDLQHU�RI�WKH�:RUOGV�

0RVW�*UDFLRXV��0RVW�0HUFLIXO�

0DVWHU�RI�WKH�'D\�RI�-XGJPHQW�

7KHH�GR�ZH�ZRUVKLS��DQG�7KLQH�DLG�ZH�VHHN�

6KRZ�XV�WKH�VWUDLJKW�ZD\�

7KH�ZD\�RI�WKRVH�RQ�ZKRP��7KRX�KDV�EHVWRZHG�7K\�*UDFH�

7KRVH�ZKRVH��SRUWLRQ��LV�QRW�ZUDWK��DQG�ZKR�JR�QRW�DVWUD\�

,��&RPPRQ�5RRWV��5DGLFDO�&KDOOHQJHV

7KH�VKDKDGD�RI�,VODP�EHJLQV�ZLWK�WKH�UHIUDLQ��³7KHUH�LV�QR�JRG�EXW�

God….”�Likewise�the�Nicene�Creed�begins�with�the�confession,�“I�
EHOLHYH�LQ�RQH�*RG«�´�%RWK�UHOLJLRQV�FRQIHVV�WKH�VXSUHPH�UHDOLW\�

RI� WKH� RQH� *RG� ZKR� FUHDWHG� WKH� KHDYHQV� DQG� WKH� HDUWK�� :LWKLQ�

the� Semitic� ethos� of� the� Quran,� the�Christian� also� ¿nds�much� to�
a൶rm,�particularly�the�commonality�of�the�faith�of�Abraham.�This�
is�¿ttingly�encapsulated�in�the�$O�)DWLKDK��WKH�JDWHZD\�RU�HVVHQFH�
RI�WKH�4XUDQ�

,� LPDJLQH� WKDW� WKH� UHFLWDWLRQ� RI� WKLV� YHUVH� DW� D� &KULVWLDQ� 6XQGD\�

PHHWLQJ�PLJKW� MXVW� EH� DFFHSWDEOH� LI� WKH� ZRUG� µ$OODK¶� LV� UHSODFHG�

ZLWK�WKH�(QJOLVK�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�µ*RG¶��DQG�LI�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�LV�QRW�

WROG�WKDW�WKH�YHUVH�LV�WDNHQ�IURP�WKH�4XUDQ���1RQHWKHOHVV��WKH�ZRUG�

µ$OODK¶�� HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ� XWWHUHG� LQ� LWV� 6HPLWLF� JXWWXUDO� WRQH�� LV� D�

¿tting�carrier�for�the�forceful�and�dynamic�vitality�of�incomparable�
'LYLQLW\��7KH�&KULVWLDQ�UHVRQDWHV�WRR�ZLWK�WKRVH�4XUDQLF�SDVVDJHV�

ZKLFK� SURFODLP� ZLWK� FRQFUHWH� LPDJHU\� WKH� *RG� RI� MXVWLFH� DQG�

MXGJPHQW��WKH�*RG�RI�PHUF\�ZKR�LV�FRQFHUQHG�IRU�ZLGRZV�DQG�WKH�

VRFLDO�XQGHUFODVV��&DQ�DQ\�&KULVWLDQ�GLVDJUHH�ZLWK�,VODP¶V�LQVLVWHQFH�

RQ� WKH� RQHQHVV� RI� *RG�� WKH� VRYHUHLJQ� &UHDWRU� *RG� ZKR� UHYHDOV�

EHFDXVH� RI� KLV� PHUF\� WRZDUGV�ZD\ZDUG� KXPDQV"�6KRXOG� QRW� WKH�

&KULVWLDQ�EH�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�VWXEERUQQHVV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�0XVOLPV�LQVLVW�

RXU�XOWLPDWH�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�WR�WKH�µ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�'D\�RI�-XGJPHQW¶"

��,�DP�PLQGIXO�WKDW�FODVVLFDO�FRPPHQWDWRUV�OLNH�,EQ�.DWKLU�LQWHUSUHW�WKH�ODVW�YHUVH�DV�D�

UHMHFWLRQ�RI�&KULVWLDQV�DQG�-HZV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�PLVJXLGHG�REMHFWV�RI�$OODK¶V�ZUDWK�
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$�XQLYHUVDO�UHYHODWLRQ��XVLQJ�D�ODQJXDJH�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�XQLODWHUDOO\��

ZRXOG�QHHG�WR�HPSOR\�D�XQLYHUVDO�RQH��1R�VXFK�XQLYHUVDO�ODQJXDJH�

H[LVWV�� $Q\� UHYHODWRU\� ODQJXDJH� PXVW� VXUHO\� EH� VXVFHSWLEOH� RI�

WUDQVODWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�D�PXOWLOLQJXDO�KXPDQLW\�� ,W�QHHGV� WR�EH�YLDEOH�

DQG� FDSDEOH� RI� REHGLHQFH� ZLWKLQ� DOO� WKH� H[LJHQFLHV� RI� KXPDQ�

JUDPPDUV�DQG�FXOWXUHV��LQ�SRWHQWLDO�FRUUHODWLRQ�WR�DOO�WKH�YDJDULHV�

RI�VRFLHW\�DQG�KLVWRU\��

$��'LVWXUELQJ�&RQFHUQV�DQG�8QVHWWOHG�4XHVWLRQV

Unfortunately,� any� encounter� with� Semitic� Islam� is� soon��
RYHUZKHOPHG� E\� WKH� DXVWHUH� VWUHDP� RI� OHJDOLVWLF� DQG� UDWLRQDOLVWLF�

,VODP��2QH�VHHNV�LQ�YDLQ�IRU�D�6HPLWLF� IDPLOLDULW\�RI�*RG� LQ�ODWHU�

Islamic� dogma.� In� its� place� one� ¿nds� cold� dogma� as� well� as� an�
XQ\LHOGLQJ�OHJDO�V\VWHP� WKDW�VHHNV� WR�UHJXODWH� HYHU\�GHWDLO�RI�OLIH��

6XEPLVVLRQ�LV�GHPDQGHG�QRW�RQO\�WR�*RG�EXW�WR�KLV�HDUWKO\�GHSXWLHV��

6HHNHUV� PD\� QRW� FULWLTXH� ,VODP�� WKH\� VKRXOG� DFNQRZOHGJH� WKH�

OLQJXLVWLF� VXSUHPDF\� RI� WKH� 4XUDQ� DQG� WKH� 6XQQDK�� ,Q� SDUWLFXODU��

,VODPLVWV�LQVLVW�WKDW�DOO�FXOWXUH�PXVW�EH�$UDELFLVHG�SUHFLVHO\�EHFDXVH�

the� ¿nal� and� perfect� revelation� has� been� given� via� dictation� in�
$UDELF� DQG� HPERGLHG� LQ� WKH� H[HPSODU\� OLIH� RI� WKH� 3URSKHW�� :H�

VHQVH�DQ�LPPHGLDWH�FRQWUDVW�WR�&KULVWLDQLW\¶V�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�µORFDO�

knowledge’�and�contextualization�of�faith.��

+RZ�DUH�ZH�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�LPSHULDO�GHPDQGV�RI�,VODP�LQ�WKH�QDPH�

RI�OLQJXLVWLF�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�VXSUHPDF\"�.HQQHWK�&UDJJ¶V�UHMRLQGHU�LV�

ERWK�SUHFLVH�DQG�GHFLVLYH�

:H� FDQ� DSSUHFLDWH� ,VODP¶V� FRQFHUQ� WKDW� EHOLHYHUV� DUH� YXOQHUDEOH�

WR�WKH�WHPSWDWLRQ�WR�UHPDNH�*RG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�LPDJH��,Q�

UHDFWLRQ�� ,VODP� GHPDQGV� WKDW�DOO� ODQJXDJH� WKDW� µUHIHUV¶� WR�*RG� EH�

quali¿ed�so�as�to�avoid�any�association�between�Allah�and�creation.�
%XW�WKLV� WKUHDWHQV� WR� UHQGHU�DOO� ,VODPLF�GLVFRXUVH�PHDQLQJOHVV��7R�

EH�VXUH��VRPH�TXDUWHUV�DOORZ�IRU�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�$O�0XNKDODIDK�DQG�

��See�Lamin�Sanneh,�7UDQVODWLQJ�WKH�0HVVDJH��QG�HG���2UELV����������
��.HQQHWK�&UDJJ��7KH�&KULVW�DQG�WKH�)DLWKV��63&.���������S������
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ELOD�WDVKELK��WKH�LGHD�WKDW�WHUPV�GHULYHG�IURP�KXPDQ�PHDQLQJV�PD\�

be�applied�to�God�‘with�a�di൵erence’.���1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�FRQFHVVLRQ�
assumes�that�only�God�can�specify�wherein�the�di൵erence�lies.�But�
would� not� such� a� move� e൵ectively� reduce� Islamic� discourse� to�
UHYHUHQW�DJQRVWLFLVP"

Therein�lies�a�fundamental�di൵erence�between�Christianity�and�Islam.�
)RU�,VODP��QRW�RQO\�LV�*RG�KLGGHQ��EXW�KH�LV�DOVR�FORDNHG�LQ�D�VHQVH�

RI� P\VWHU\�� 7KH�P\VWHULRXVQHVV� RI� *RG� UREHG� LQ� XQDSSURDFKDEOH�

OLJKW�LV��DIWHU�DOO��DOVR�IDPLOLDU�WR�WKH�SURSKHWV�RI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��

%XW� ,VODP� JRHV� DOO� WKH�ZD\� E\� LQVLVWLQJ� WKDW� DV� FUHDWXUHV�ZH� FDQ�

QHYHU�HYHU�NQRZ�WKH�SHUVRQDOLW\�RI�*RG��+RZHYHU��IRU�&KULVWLDQLW\��

*RG� KDV� UHYHDOHG�KLV�SHUVRQDOLW\� WKURXJK� -HVXV�&KULVW�ZKR� LV� WKH�

Incarnation� of� God� in� history.� Christianity� not� only� a൶rms� the�
transcendence�of�God,�but�it�also�a൶rms�the�omnipresence�of�God�
DQG�KLV�LPPDQHQFH�ZLWKLQ�FUHDWLRQ��7KH�WUDQVFHQGHQFH�RI�*RG�VKRXOG�

QRW�UHVXOW�LQ�D�PHWDSK\VLFDO�GLFKRWRP\�EHWZHHQ�*RG�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG��

2WKHUZLVH��WKH�SXUSRUWHG�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�*RG�ZRXOG�EH�UHGXFHG�WR�D�

ODQJXDJH�JDPH�LOOXVLRQ��*RG�EHFRPHV�D�VKURXGHG�P\VWHU\�HQFORVHG�

LQ� OLQJXLVWLF�PHWDSKRUV��$�*RG� LVRODWHG� IURP�KLV� FUHDWLRQ� UHQGHUV�

KLP�LUUHOHYDQW��,QGHHG��RQH�PD\�DUJXH�WKDW�DQ\� WKHRORJ\�EHUHIW�RI�

D�JHQXLQH�DQFKRU� LQ� FUHDWLRQ�EHFRPHV�DQ�DEVWUDFWLRQ��&RQYHUVHO\��

DQ� XQPLWLJDWHG� WUDQVFHQGHQFH� RI� *RG� ZRXOG� URE� FUHDWLRQ� RI� LWV�

RQWRORJLFDO� JURXQGLQJ�� 7KH� PHDQLQJ� RI� D� FUHDWHG� ZRUOG� WKDW� LV�

FRQWLQXDOO\� GHSHQGHQW� RQ� WKH� VXVWHQDQFH� RI� *RG� LV� XQGHUPLQHG��

,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LI�QRWKLQJ�FDQ�EH�UHODWHG�WR�*RG�WKHQ�WKH�XQLW\�RI�

DOO� WKLQJV� XQGHU� *RG� EHFRPHV� SUREOHPDWLF�� +HQGULNXV� %HUNKRI�

SURYLGHV� DQ� LQVWUXFWLYH� FRQWUDVW�ZKHQ� KH�DGPLUDEO\� GHVFULEHG� WKH�

&KULVWLDQ�WHDFKLQJ�RI�SOXUDOLW\�DQG�XQLW\�RI�FUHDWLRQ�

�� &UDJJ� H[SODLQV�� ³$O�0XNKDODIDK� PHDQV� WKH� QHFHVVDU\� GLVWLQFWLRQ� WR� EH� PDGH�

EHWZHHQ�WKH�RVWHQVLEOH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKHRORJLFDO�ODQJXDJH�DQG�WKH�IHDVLEOH�PHDQLQJ��WKH�

ODWWHU�EHLQJ�LQDFFHVVLEOH�WR�WKRXJKW��%LOD�WDVKELK�PHDQV�µZLWKRXW�VLPLODULW\�LPSOLHG¶��

Linked�with�ELOD�NDLI��µZLWKRXW�DVNLQJ�KRZ¶��LW�DGPLWV�RI�WKH�XVH�RI�ODQJXDJH�DERXW�

*RG�ZKLOH�UHVHUYLQJ�LW�IURP�LWV�QRUPDO�LPSRUW��,Q�WKLV�ZD\�LW�LV�KHOG�SRVVLEOH�WR�DYRLG�

ZKDW�RWKHUZLVH�ZRXOG�EH�VKLUN��QDPHO\�FDXVLQJ�*RG�WR�VKDUH�LQ�KXPDQ�GHVFULSWLYH�´�

6HH�.HQQHWK�&UDJJ��-HVXV�DQG�WKH�0XVOLP��$Q�([SORUDWLRQ�(Allen�&�Unwin,�1985),�
S�����
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7KH�FUHDWHGQHVV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�LPSOLHV�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�XQLW\�RI�WKH�

ZRUOG��0RUH�EDVLF�WKDQ�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�QDWLRQV��UDFHV�DQG�FXOWXUHV��

is�their�unity.�And�more�basic�than�the�di൵erence�in�matter�of�spirit,�
ERG\� DQG� VRXO��QDWXUH� DQG� H[LVWHQFH�� LV� WKHLU� RQHQHVV«FUHDWLRQ�

PHDQV�WKDW�DOO�SKHQRPHQD�DUH�LUUHGXFLEOH��EHFDXVH�WKH�ZRUOG�KDV�

LWV�JURXQG�RXWVLGH� LWVHOI�LQ� LWV�FUHDWRU��(YHU\WKLQJ� IRUPV�D�XQLW\��

EXW�ZLWKLQ�LW�HYHU\WKLQJ�DOVR�KDV�LWV�RZQ�SODFH�DQG�FKDUDFWHU��

,VODP�VWDQGV�RXW�DV� D�WRWDO�V\VWHP�ZLWK�LWV�DOO�LQFOXVLYHQHVV� LQ�WKH�

FRQWHPSRUDU\�ZRUOG�RI�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�UHODWLYLVP��,VODP�UHMHFWV�

WKH� IUDJPHQWDWLRQ� RI�PRGHUQ� OLIH�ZLWK� WKH� EDWWOH� FU\� WKDW� WKHUH� LV�

QR� VHSDUDWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� VHFXODU� DQG� VDFUHG� LQ� OLIH�� 6XFK� D� EDWWOH�

FU\�� KRZHYHU�� ZRXOG� JHQHUDWH� GLVVRQDQFH� WR� WKH� REVHUYHU� ZKR� LV�

LPSUHVVHG�E\�WKH�SHUYDVLYH�VDFUDPHQWDOLVP�RI�,VODP�ZLWK�LWV�SUD\HU�

ULWXDOV�DQG�GHPDUFDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�FOHDQ�DQG�XQFOHDQ��WKH�SURKLELWHG�

DQG� WKH�SHUPLWWHG��7KH�QDJJLQJ�TXDQGDU\�DULVHV�� ³LI� HYHU\WKLQJ� LV�

VDFUHG��WKHQ�VXUHO\��QRWKLQJ�LV�VDFUHG�LQ�WKH�HQG�´

7KH� TXHVWLRQ�SRLQWV� WR� WKH�FOXH� EHKLQG� WKH�PRWLYDWLRQ� WKDW�GULYHV�

Islamic�totality,�which�is�a�zeal�for�the�sovereignty�of�God.�For�Islam,�
DOO�RI�KLVWRU\�DQG�HYHU\�DVSHFW�RI�OLIH�PXVW�EH�UHFODLPHG�IRU�*RG��DIWHU�

DOO��,VODP�PHDQV�VXEPLVVLRQ��+HQFH��,VODP�GLVGDLQV�FRQWHPSRUDU\�

&KULVWLDQLW\� IRU� KDYLQJ� ORVW� LWV� QHUYH� LQ� DEGLFDWLQJ� DQG� IDLOLQJ� WR�

DVVHUW�LWVHOI�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�VTXDUH��,VODP�MXVW�FDQQRW�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�

RQH�FDQ�PDLQWDLQ�PRUDO� LQWHJULW\� LI�RQH�KDV�QR�VHQVH�RI�ULJKWHRXV�

DQJHU� LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�GHFDGHQFH�DQG�JRGOHVVQHVV�ZKLFK�LW�SHUFHLYHV�

WR�EH�UDPSDQW�LQ�:HVWHUQ�VRFLHWLHV��7KH�IDLOXUH�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�LQ�WKH�

West�con¿rms�the�inadequacy�of�the�Christian�proclamation�of�love.�
&KULVWLDQ�ORYH�ZKLFK�PDNHV�LWVHOI�YXOQHUDEOH�ZLOO�RQO\�XQGHUPLQH�

WKH�ZHLJKWLQHVV�RI�WUXWK�DQG�WKXV�LWV�DELOLW\�WR�FKDQJH�DQG�UHJXODWH�

VRFLDO� OLIH�� ,Q� FRQWUDVW�� ,VODPLF� UHYHODWLRQ� DV� WUXWK� DQG� ULJKWHRXV�

power�cannot�lose�its�struggle.�Divine�truth�con¿rms�itself.�Hence,�
IRU�0XVOLPV�WKH�YHU\�HDUWKO\�VXFFHVV�RI�0XKDPPDG�FRQVWLWXWHV�WKH�

seal�or�‘¿nality’�of�his�prophethood.

��+HQGULNXV�%HUNKRI��&KULVWLDQ�)DLWK��(HUGPDQV���������SS����������
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Islam�naturally�maintains�optimism�regarding�the�e൶cacy�of�divine�
UHYHODWLRQ��)RU�,VODP�*RG�FDQQRW�DEDQGRQ�KLV�SURSKHWV�HVSHFLDOO\�

given� its� optimism� in� the� e൶cacy� of� prophetic� proclamation.�
7KHUH�LV�QR�QHHG�IRU�FRQFHVVLRQ�WR�EH�JUDQWHG�WR�&DHVDU��QRW�HYHQ�D�

SURYLVLRQDO�FRQFHVVLRQ��$JDLQ��WKHUH�LV�DQ�DEVHQFH�RI�HVFKDWRORJLFDO�

UHVHUYH�LQ�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�HQWHUSULVH��7UXWK�PDQLIHVWV�SRZHU�DQG�SRZHU�

con¿rms�truth�for�the�Islamic�enterprise�on�earth.

The�challenge�for�Christians�is�how�to�commend�the�cruci¿ed�savior�
WR�0XVOLPV�ZKR�HYDOXDWH� WKH�YHUDFLW\� RI�*RG¶V� UHYHODWLRQ�RQ� WKH�

EDVLV�RI� LWV� LPPHGLDWH� VXFFHVV��:H�QRWH� WKDW� WKHUH� LV�D�SURPLQHQW�

stream�of�Muslim�theology�which�regards�Jesus�primarily�as�a�su¿�
ZKR� LV�GHHS� LQ� WKH� SUDFWLFH�RI� VSLULWXDOLW\��+RZHYHU��ZKLOH� -HVXV¶�

PHVVDJH�RI�ORYH�PD\�ZLQ�D�IHZ�UHFHSWLYH�KHDUWV��LW�FDQQRW�RYHUFRPH�

WKH�HQWUHQFKHG�SRZHU�RI�WKH�5RPDQ�(PSLUH�RU�WKH�UHFDOFLWUDQFH�RI�

WKH� -HZV��.HQQHWK�&UDJJ�QRWHV� KRZ�0XVOLPV� OLNH� WR� FRQWUDVW� WKH�

PHHNQHVV�RI�-HVXV�ZLWK�WKH�UREXVW�DFWLYLVP�RI�0XKDPPDG��,QGHHG��

LW�LV�SUHFLVHO\�WKH�µPDQLIHVW�VXFFHVV¶�RI�0XKDPPDG�ZKLFK�HQDEOHV�

Muslims�to�a൶rm�with�con¿dence�the�“¿nality�of�his�[Muhammad’s]�
SURSKHWKRRG�´� ,Q�FRQWUDVW��³-HVXV�� LQ�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�KLV�GD\�

DQG� WKH�SURYLGHQFH�RI�*RG��ZDV�QRW�JUDQWHG�WKDW� HYLGHQW�H[WHUQDO�

YLQGLFDWLRQ�´��

7KH� SHUFHLYHG� IDLOXUH� RI� -HVXV¶� KLVWRULF�PLVVLRQ� QDWXUDOO\� UHQGHUV�

KLP�LQIHULRU�WR�0XKDPPDG�ZKRP�0XVOLPV�UHJDUG�DV�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�

H[HPSODU�

%��:KLFK�-HVXV"

���2QO\�D�SURSKHW"

+RZ�WKHQ�GR�ZH�UHFRPPHQG�-HVXV�WR�0XVOLPV�LI�WKH\�KDYH�DOUHDG\�

DUULYHG�DW�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�LQIHULRU�WR�0XKDPPDG�EDVHG�

RQ�WKH�HDUWKO\�RXWFRPH�RI� WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�PLVVLRQ"�7KH�&KULVWLDQ�

ZRXOG�DUJXH� WKDW�SHUKDSV�,VODP�KDV�PLVMXGJHG� -HVXV�EHFDXVH� LW�LV�

��.HQQHWK�&UDJJ��-HVXV�DQG�WKH�0XVOLP��S�����
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LQIRUPHG�E\�WKH�ZURQJ�FULWHULRQ��7KH�DVVXPSWLRQ�RI�,VODP�LV�WKDW�WKH�

mission�of�Jesus�ended�with�his�cruci¿xion.�This�assessment�is�surely�
VKRUW�VLJKWHG�DV�LW�LJQRUHV�WKH�SURSKHF\�JLYHQ�E\�-HVXV�KLPVHOI�WKDW�

KH�ZLOO�H[WHQG�KLV�PLVVLRQ�DIWHU�KLV�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��7KH�IDFW�LV�WKDW�WKH�

&KXUFK��ZKLFK�ZDV� VWDUWHG�E\�-HVXV��RXWODVWHG�WKH�5RPDQ�(PSLUH�

DQG�FRQWLQXHV�WR�WUDQVIRUP�QDWLRQV��)XUWKHUPRUH��&KULVWLDQLW\�ERDVWV�

WR�EH� WKH� ODUJHVW�ZRUOG� UHOLJLRQ� WRGD\�� ,QGHHG��WKH�YHU\�SUDJPDWLF�

criterion� that� Islam� relies� on� would� con¿rm� that� the� mission� of�
&KULVW�LV�D� VXFFHVV��7KH�WUDGLWLRQDO� MXGJPHQW�RI�,VODP� WKDW�-HVXV¶V�

PLVVLRQ�LV�D�IDLOXUH�PXVW�WKHUHIRUH�EH�GHHPHG�WR�EH�LQYDOLGDWHG��7KH�

FKDOOHQJH�IRU�0XVOLPV�LV�WR�JR�EH\RQG�WKHLU�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�-HVXV�EDVHG�

RQ�D�SUHFRQFHLYHG�,VODPLF�GRFWULQH�DQG�WR�YLHZ�DIUHVK�WKH�DFWXDO�OLIH�

WKDW�-HVXV�KDV�OLYHG�RXW�LQ�KLVWRU\��6XFK�D�UHVSHFWIXO�KDQGOLQJ�DQG�

IDLWKIXO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�GDWD�ZLOO�FHUWDLQO\�OHDG�WKHP�

to�a�new�appreciation�of�Jesus�as�the�¿nal�revelation�of�God.�The�
TXHVWLRQ�UHPDLQV��³ZKDW�PDQQHU�RI�PDQ�ZDV�-HVXV�DQG�ZK\�GLG�KLV�

IROORZHUV�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�KH�LV�*RG�UHYHDOHG�WR�PDQ"´�

)LUVW�� DOO� RI� -HVXV¶� KHDUHUV�ZHUH� LPSUHVVHG� E\� KLV� XQFRQYHQWLRQDO�

ZLVGRP��,W� LV� UHSRUWHG� WKDW�KH�FRQIRXQGHG� WKH� OHDUQHG�WHDFKHUV�RI�

,VUDHO� LQ� KLV� GHEDWHV� ZLWK� WKHP�� ,QGHHG�� WKH\� ZHUH� DVWRXQGHG� E\�

the�authority�with�which�he�o൵ered�his�profound�wisdom.�Unlike�
QRUPDO� WHDFKHUV� ZKR� PHUHO\� TXRWHG� IURP� HDUOLHU� WHDFKHUV�� -HVXV�

SURQRXQFHG� DFXWH�DQG� DVWXWH� MXGJPHQWV�RQ� VSLULWXDO�FRQWURYHUVLHV�

DQG�DFWHG�ZLWK�XQFKDUDFWHULVWLF�HWKLFDO�DXWKHQWLFLW\��6XFK�ZHUH�WKH�

KDOOPDUNV�RI� DQ\�SURSKHW��-HVXV�ZDV�QDWXUDOO\�DFNQRZOHGJHG�DV�D�

SURSKHW�RI�*RG� LQ� WKH�*RVSHOV� DQG�REVHUYHUV� IRXQG� LQ�KLV� OLIH�DQ�

LQFRPSDUDEOH� VSLULWXDO�UHDOLW\��,W�LV�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�JLYH�-HVXV�IHLJQ�

SUDLVH�E\�FDOOLQJ�KLP�D�WHDFKHU�DQG�D�JHQLXV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�LQVLJKWV��+H�

ZDV�XQGHQLDEO\�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�ZDONLQJ�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�KXPDQLW\�

Second,� unlike� other� religious� teachers,� Jesus� con¿rmed� his�
ZRUGV� ZLWK� PLUDFXORXV� GHHGV�� +H� XUJHG� WKH� VWXEERUQ� -HZV� ZKR�

had� di൶culty� accepting� his� words� to� believe� on� the� basis� of� his�
PLUDFXORXV�ZRUNV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�PLUDFOHV�PXVW�EH�YLHZHG�



���

LQ�SURSHU�SHUVSHFWLYH��$IWHU�DOO�� WDNHQ�WR�WKH� ORJLFDO�H[WUHPH�� WKH\�

GHPDQG�WKDW�-HVXV¶�PLQLVWU\�EH�PHDVXUHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�LPPHGLDWH�DQG�

ZRUOGO\�VXFFHVV��,W�ZRXOG�EH�WR�XQGHUHVWLPDWH�WKH�UHFDOFLWUDQW�QDWXUH�

RI� VLQIXO� KXPDQ� EHLQJV� WR� WKLQN� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� HDVLO\� DPHQDEOH� WR�

VSLULWXDO�JXLGDQFH�ZLWK�D�VLPSOH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI�VSLULWXDO�SRZHU��

2QH�KDV�RQO\�WR�UHFDOO�WKH�VWRU\�RI�3KDUDRK¶V�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�0RVHV�WR�

¿nd�evidence�of�the�stubbornness�of�unbelief�in�the�face�of�miracles.

%HDUHUV�RI�VSLULWXDO�WLGLQJV�NQRZ�ZHOO�WKH�WHPSWDWLRQ�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WR�

WKH�ULFK�DQG�SRZHUIXO�DV�WKH�EHVW�VWUDWHJ\�WR�DFKLHYH�ZRUOGO\�VXFFHVV��

7KLV�PD\� H[SODLQ� WKH� KXPDQ� WHQGHQF\� WR�PHDVXUH� WKH�VXFFHVV� RI�

-HVXV¶�PLVVLRQ�EDVHG�RQ�LWV�DELOLW\�WR�ZLHOG�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU��%XW�ZRXOG�

QRW�WKLV�DPRXQW�WR�DWWULEXWLQJ�WR�SROLWLFV�DQ�XOWLPDWH�LPSRUWDQFH�LQ�

HDUWKO\�OLIH�EH\RQG�ZKDW�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�FDVH"�7R�EH�VXUH��WKLV�GRHV�

QRW�SUHFOXGH�WKH�HYHQWXDO�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI� VXFK�SRZHU�E\�-HVXV�

but�this�will�only�be�ful¿lled�in�the�eschatological�Kingdom�of�God�
DQG�LQ�*RG¶V�RZQ�WLPH�

The�Christian�should�explore�other�avenues�to�¿nd�common�grounds�
LQ� KLV� DWWHPSW� WR� EXLOG� EULGJHV� WR� 0XVOLPV�� 7KLV� LQFOXGHV� WKH�

9LUJLQ�%LUWK��WKH�VSLULWXDO�DXWKHQWLFLW\�DQG�VLQOHVVQHVV�RI�-HVXV��KLV�

DVFHQVLRQ�DQG�KLV�VHFRQG�FRPLQJ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ULJKWO\�WKH�

full�stature�of�Jesus.�There�remains�di൶culties�arising�from�di൵ering�
H[SHFWDWLRQV� KHOG� E\� &KULVWLDQV� DQG� 0XVOLPV� UHJDUGLQJ� KRZ� WKH�

SURSKHWKRRG�RI�-HVXV�VKRXOG�EH�YDOLGDWHG�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�RXWFRPH�

of�his�mission�and�the�e൵ectiveness�of�Jesus’�followers�in�the�world.�
Christians�seek�to�relativize�worldly�power�in�judging�the�sword�of�
Caesar� to�be�e൶cacious�only�for� temporal�rule.�For� the�Christian,�
*RG�RSHUDWHV�LQ�KLV�NLQJGRP�ZLWK�PHDQV�OHDVW�H[SHFWHG�E\�ZRUOGO\�

ZLVGRP��7KH�FDVH� LV�PRVW�FOHDUO\�GHPRQVWUDWHG�LQ�WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI�

-HVXV��,W�LV�XQIRUWXQDWH�WKDW�SUHRFFXSDWLRQ�ZLWK�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�FDQ�

VLGHWUDFN� RQH� IURP� D� SHUVRQDO�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK� WKH� IXOO�SHUVRQDOLW\�

of�Jesus.�As�countless� testimonies�con¿rm� to�be� the�case,�anyone�
ZKR� LV�FRQIURQWHG�E\� WKH� IXOO�SHUVRQDOLW\�RI� -HVXV� LQ� WKH�*RVSHOV�

H[SHULHQFHV�KLV�PRUDO�DQG�VSLULWXDO�SRZHU�VR�WKDW�KH�LV�FRPSHOOHG�WR�

DVN�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��³&RXOG�KH�EH�PRUH�WKDQ�D�SURSKHW"´


